Working With Family Trees
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The Family Tree is one of two primary
components of genealogy

Family Tree
()()()C)()C)()C)

___________________________

..................

|
Combined Together --- A greater chance of success to solve your family tree mysteries.

https://freefamilytreetemplates.com/blank-family-tree-template/ https://www.freepnglogos.com/pics/dna



What is a Family Tree?

* An essential part of working family history (also known as genealogy)

< Great-grandparents
< Grandparents

<,\: Parents

“home person”

Standard convention is to put the male (father) to the
left for each couple but this is certainly not required




Ways to Create a Family Tree

Local (family tree Online (Ancestry, FamilySearch (one world
software) MyHeritage, WikiLinks) tree)

Safe storage (can’t be X
deleted or altered by
another company)

Ability to use to link to X (Ancestry, MyHeritage)

DNA matches

Tools to check tree quality X X (Ancestry ProTools)

Export to GEDCOM to X X

share

Connect to other persons’ X X (one world tree in this

trees case)



Personal Software

e Usually purchased for a personal computer

* A good practice to keep a full family tree on the computer as insurance
in case the online trees are removed, company goes down, etc.

* These are probably the two most common but there are more (|
personally use RootsMagic)

mackier.com ot sy S

" FamilyTreeMaker ThePrintShop KIDPIX WORLDBOOK 3DWeatherGlobe Hyperstudio MavisBeacon ClueFinders Edmark

Products ¥ Downloads Support ¥ Learn ¥

Genealogy Software

what's new ] [ Download free trial ] E
RootsMagic 11 Free Trial ~ Buy

Famlly Tree Maker 2024

Order now! Download, DVD or USB. Story Writing Software

Personal Historian 3 Free Trial ~ Buy

Mapping Software

Family Atlas Buy

FTM 2024 for Mac and Windows




WikiTree

p— Where genealogists collaborate

Online Family Trees
WikiTree

Where advanced genealogists and casual

* Ancest ry, MyH erita ge, family historians collaborate on a global

family tree for our cousins and

W| kiTre e, Fa m | |ySea rCh, descendants to enjoy for free, forever.
Geneanet

{ Family Tree  Search Memories GetlInvolved Ac

Overview Tree Recents Find Following PersonlList My Contribut

@ MyHeritage Home Family tree

+ 573
Create online family tree 1 O

This page helps you add a new family tree to your site.

il
EH‘ILES‘III’}T Me ¢ Charles Noble
@Male (O Female Craddock ADD SPOUSE
1868-1950
Ken Waters LEML-YAE
Start a new tree.
1956
Year of birth ™
3
1]
My father 3
—d
+
My mother |
Edward
Craddock
1899-Deceased
GFL8-SDV




Good Practices

Enter date/location of
birth/marriage/death as much as
possible using known and
reliable sources

* Birth certificates or birth indices,

Social Security Index *not* other
people’s trees

Use biololgical birth names and
indi;/idua s (not adopted parents,
etc.

This is my grandmother’s data on my

all to see)

primary family tree in Ancestry (public for

1208
(AGE)

1910
2

1920
12

1930
22

1932
24
1935
b
1936
28

1937
29

1938

Mardell Lillian Huntley

BIRTH 2 FEB 1908 « Clinton, Clinton, lowa, USA

DEATH 28 AUG 2005 « Las Vegas, Clark, Nevada

v s

.'!.'f.lll matomal grandmother @ Add iege:

[ Motesfcomments > Merge with duplicate (D Print 25 Member connect (D) Check for ermors PRO

Facts Hinis @ Gallery
Timeline Filter~ @) Add
Birth
2 Fab 1208 » Chnton, Chrton, lowa, LISA
20 sourcas (@) Explore
Regidence

10 « Colorado Springs Ward 2, El Paao, Colorado, USA

Marital Status: Single; Ralation to Head of Houes: Granddaughtsr
1 source (@ Explore

Residence
020 « Danver, Danver, Colorada, USA

Marital Status: Single; Relation to Head of Houss: Granddzughtsr
1 mourca (@ Explore

Regidence

1930 » Loa Angelss, Los Angsles, California

Marital Status: Marmried; Relation to Head of House: Roomsar

2 souroes (@ Explore

Marriage
10 Dec 1931 » Loa Angsles, Caldornia, US4A

Charles Noble Craddock
1905-18ET

1 sourca @ Bxplora

Residence
1832 » Loz Angsles, Celiforniz, USA

1 mourca (@ Explaore

Residence
1935 » Loe Angsles, Los Angelse, Californiz
1 sourca @ Bxplora

Residence
1936 = Loe Angsles, California, LUSA

1 source & Explore

Residence
1937 « Los Angsles, California, US4

3 souross (@ Explore

Regidence

] SOURCES

S 1010 United Statss
Federal Cansus

1820 Unitad States
T i Federsl Census
b

e I 1030 Unitad States
1 Fedaral Cansus

= 1840 United Statas
» Faderal Cansus

M50 Unitad Stetes
Fedaral Cansus

Califomnia, County Birth,
Marriags, and Desth
Recorde. 1348-1880

Califomia, County Birth,
Marriags, and Diesth
Rscords, 1249-1980

California, LS,
Newspapers.com ™
Stories and Eventa Indsx

Califormnia, Voter
Regiatrations, 1900-1968

HE l California, Voter
Registratione, 1900-1968

FEYS | Califomia, Voter
= » | Regiatratione, 1900-1968

:_'f:f_t-_: 7| California, Vater
gl 25| Registratione, 1900-1968

o+, Charts & reports PRO

Relationships & Add~

Parants

_l. Add father

Nellie Julia Spencer
18781832

Spoues and children

Charles Noble Craddock
§ 19051963
Joen Anita Craddock
1B23-2015
(& Add family
MNatworks

<» Build a huller picture of thia X
parecn's lifs uaing Matworks.

Crests Network



NO!

Caution
[ +1 ) [ +1 ) [+ [+

: T . . .
* Be careful with automated e e R e
“hints” which may be incorrect G
. . (Gl | WS | Emge | mmsm
* This is what Ancestry tries to S | || wowe | | wiewo | | | wewe |
hint at being my orandronents K randnarents
grandmother’s father (she was |

born in 1908, he died in 1900!)

* Ancestry clearly is not __
checking dates on hints to 3

Charles N Mardell L
CRADDOCK, e HUMNTLEY Cr

prevent impossible
relationships

Kenneth's grandparents




Family Tree (vertical) vs. Pedigree (horizontal)

Caroline M Charles N
Sylvia Craddock =B

Note: this view often shows
persons beyond direct ancestors

Joseph John Watera
1888-1B65

o
™} Richard ) Waters
{ .f'. 18181875

Caroline M Sylvia
1883-1963

? Charles N Craddock
i LY

| n Joan Anita Craddock

— Mardell Lillian Huntley

P o

o

a

0
& JohnWaters

A e

a_0

Charlea N Craddock |
13881850 !

o
\ Mary Ellen Wood |
18T0-1930 1

4

0
HNellie Julia Spencer [
, 18TE-1852 |

Pedigree
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.

W's Sabins Callagher

i
Irene Agnes Berldey |
13881807 \

4]

1 Jda Silva [Sylvia) [

ek 18451832 |
o

\ Caroling C. Lemon |

18741913 \

a

o

a
& Mary Ann Wheeler
F Manuel C da Siva

o

0

Jl Felicianno M De Lemos
=)

@l Deffina C San Jose

40

i 0
@ Malinda Spivey

20

&0
B Susan Hira Thurman

4_0
& 0

Note: this view shows only direct

ancestors from the “home person”



Example of family tree showing siblings of a
direct ancestor (father in this case)

Direct
Ancestors

T
o

1888-1936 1890- 1886-1931 1880-1981 1899-Living 1682-1952 [ 1903-1991




What is a GEDCOM?

* A common format to save and/or share a family tree

* Plain text format

GEDCOM, an acronym for GEnealogical Data Communication, is a

standardized file format for exchanging family tree information

between different genealogy software and websites. It acts as a

universal language for family history data, allowing users to export

their research from one program and import it into another, and is

widely supported across the industry. This ensures family history isn' locked into a single
program and can be backed up and shared. @



Inside a GEDCOM

 Full name

e Standardized format

* Can be exported and imported by:

* WikiTree
Ancestry
MyHeritage
RootsMagic
FamilyTreeMaker

BMD (birth, marriage, death) records

M N R OGNNMNMRERNNRREREREMNMNROGNRRWNRRERERMNMNE®®NIE R B MW R

NAME Kenneth /Waters/
GIVN Kenneth

SURN Waters

SEX M

FAMC @F2@

BIRT

DATE 1956
@136271d388214@ INDI
MAME Richard /Waters/
GIVN Richard

SURN Waters

S5EX M

FAMC @F1@

FAMS @F2@

BIRT

DATE 1919

DEAT

DATE 1979
@1362?14388255@ INDI
NAME Joan /Craddock/
GIVN Joan

SURN Craddock

SEX F

FAMC @F3@

FAMS @F2@

BIRT

DATE 1929

PLAC Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, USA
DEAT

DATE 2815

PLAC Mesa, Maricopa, Arizona, USA
@1362?1d388266@ INDI
NAME Joseph John /Waters/
GIVN Joseph John

SURN Waters



For persons taking DNA
tests --- some suggestions

Be sure to always have a good tree,
5+ generations if possible

On Ancestry, keep it public and
attached to your DNA kit (you can
always have other trees private)

Backup your tree (store on local
software)

Joseph M Berkeley

Export your tree in GEDCOM format — T —
Upload your tree (GEDCOM file) to Pt — L,

.ﬂ.'__‘ o23-2015

GedMatch and WikiTree

Mardell Lillian Huntley
1905-2005

Nellie Julia Spencer Culver Richard Spencer
18Ta-1832




Don’t copy other person’s tree unless you’'ve
thoroughly verified it

* This is a common problem on Ancestry and possibly other services in
an effort to “grow” one’s tree easily and quickly

* There will often be errors in other people’s trees and you’re just multiplying
to the problem by blindly copying

T o L Has the owner of this
=y Fublic linked tree tree actually carefully
Dannle researched and

B documented all 88,935
persons in it?!

L=
23 03
‘- —'.-— -

i

J\ LN

V
&



Good Practice

* Keep names in your trees to just their names---avoid other qualifiers

)

such as “great grandpa”, “royal blood”, etc.

THOMAS PARHAM royal This one amused me a bit; | wasn’t

blood 7% aware Johnny Depp had passed away

B: 1665 Charles City, Virginia, USA
D: 14 May 1717 Prince George, Prince George,
Virginia, USA

John Christopher Depp

BIRTH 9 JUN 1963 « Owensboro, Daviess County, Kentucky, USA

[ profile JECTEV ST TER o DEATH AFT JULY 11, 2013 -




FamilySearch Tree

e Different
concept---
individual enters
tree information
but this is then
incorporated
into a single
world tree

Richard Joseph Waters
1919-1979 » LEML-3XQ
Marriage: 7 September 1951

Norfolk, Virginia, United States

Joan Anita Craddock
1920-2015 « LF15-1P7 <&

Children

Kenneth Richard Waters

1956-Living » L6ML-5QK

Joseph John Waters
1898-1965 « L6ML-TY)
Marriage: 12 May 1919

san Francisco, San Francisco, California, U...

Caroline Sylvia
1893-1963 + LEML-T4D

Children

Charles Noble Craddock
1905-1983 « LEML-T6)

Marriage: 7 December 1931
Los Angeles, California, United States

Mardell Lillian Huntley
1908-2005 » LEML-TV1

Children

B

v

=]

Iy LANDSCA



Changes to People You Follow

FamilySearch Tree

e Contributions made by one person can be edited by others (for better

or worse)

This is an example of someone whom | do not know and am not related to who merged two

individuals into one---in this case the husband of a grand-aunt of mine.

‘ FOLLOWING (16) ‘ ‘ =% OPTIONS

Name

Public Person

Angeline Sylvia
1910-2010 - LRD7-F2Q

Changes

Child Merged
Surviving

1 Warren Odell Rumsey
1936-Deceased » PQ51-117

Deleted

Warren Rumsey
1936-Deceased « PSY2-LQW

Search by Name

Following Suggestions: @@ @8 § SEe LisT

Date

September 1, 2025

R

Ratna Rajah Lingam



FamilySearch Tree

* Other people unknowingly making
significant changes to people in my tree!

* My experience has been poor in this regard
as others made changes that were not
correct

 Examples: changing the father (currently
unknown) of my grandmother to match her
given birth name (!!!)

* Changing my mother’s surname because her
birth certificate indicated her surname to her
mother’s name because her parents were not
married at the time (!!!)

My grand-uncle was erroneously deleted by someone

Name Change

Edward Craddock Person Restored
1899-Deceased + GFLE-SDV

Date

March 8, 2024

Mardell Lillian Huntley

2 February 1908 - 28 August 2005 * LMLV

o VIEWTREE  § VIEW RELATIONSHIP % FOLLOWING

About Details Sources (12) Collaborate (°

Notes

+ ADD NOTE

Eugene was not father to Mardell

Please do not add Eugene Huntley, Frank Pohimann, or anyone else as father to my grandmother
Mardell Huntley. Eugene passed in 1900 and Mardell was born in 1908. Frank was Nellie's second
hushand and so was a step-father to Mardell.

Last Changed: February 28, 2024 K Ken Waters_1



People unrelated to me
making erroneous

. changes to my tree
FamilySearch Tree contributions, ofter
based on inaccurate
sources (e.g. wrong
census name or date of

e Each of these errors | had to correct manually

birth)
Sources (12)
I Detail View + ADD SOURCE = OPTIONS
Date Title Created
n“{ﬁ'jq 1910 Mardell Huntley, "United States, Census, 1910" December 2, 2014

L L

<

n“{ﬁ'jq 1920 Mardel Huntley, "United States, Census, 1920" December 2, 2014
L L

<

g 1929 Mardell Lillian Huntley, "California, County Birth and Death Records, 1800-1994" June 9, 2018
R R

<

n“{ﬁ'jq 1929 Huntley, "California, Birth Index, 1905-1995" June 28, 2019
R R

<

g 1930 Mardell Huntley, "United States, Census, 1930" December 2, 2014
8 s Y,
L L

<




One
Fami

ast Thing on
ySearch Trees

 The site uses this one world tree to

imply

relationships to famous

people

* While fascinating and fun, proper
vigilance needs to be taken as there
are many errors in that tree

 When | try to verify a relationship I'm
often left with an impossible ancestor
in the connecting path

Always carefully verify
these relationships to
ensure the ancestral line

is correct and is possible.

James Monroe
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Charity Delilah
Bybee
: 1766-1823
. iy

Nicholas gies
Allee § e
1793-1850 Wt o

AR, |ane
S Allee
e 1820-1906

. SusanEliza
Thurman
1844-1910

Mary Ellen
Wood
1870-1930

Christian
Tyler
1699-1754




WikiTree Ken Water:

E— Where genealogists collaborate

WikiTree My WikiTree: Navigation Home

(® @ Tree Badges Intro Scratch Activity Thanks

 Completely free with a good
carefully sourced reputation You can cus

* Strongly recommend [ ?"‘“ 8 r
uploading a copy of your PE¥ B UP € p "

Joseph John / Charles Noble  Mardell Lillian

t re e h e re Waters %&rﬁ Craddock Huntley
(abt 23 Oct 189550\ * 0 =y (16 Apr 1905 -//(02 Feb 1908 -

- 28 Mar 1965) Jan 1983) 28 Aug 2005)

How does WikiTree work?

1 Collaboration on modern family history is private and tightly-controlled (
through Trusted Lists. Non-genealogist family members you invite probably !
won't move beyond this level. ) ~ 1' ~

] ' ' Richard Joseph Waters Joan Anita Craddock
2 nichard Josepn vWaters Joan Anita Lraddock
Colllaboratlon on deeper e?ncestry is between genealogists wholare (22 Dec 1919 - 08 Nov 1979) \ (12 May 1920 11 Oct 2015)
committed to accuracy and cite sources. We trust each other to abide by a
special Honor Code.
It all comes together as one on our single family tree. See our l
Help Pages @ for more information. There are also tutorials )
|

for new members and lots of help in the community.

Kenneth Richard Waters
-




WikiTree

Wlleree Mardell (Huntley) Craddock~ Add~ Find~  He

- Where genealogists collaborate

* This is the entry for my | Mardell Lillian (Huntley) Craddock
maternal grandmother; / g Born 2 Feb 1908 in Clinton, Clinton, lowa, United States Q

Died 28 Aug 2005 at age 97 in Las Vegas, Clark, Nevada, United States @
most of the information
and sources were entered
by myself

®@® Mok Biography Sources Photos:0 DNA:1 Comments:0 Matches

Family Eﬂ Ancestors {3 Descendants .tE

Mardell Lillian Craddock formerly Huntley Z

® N Ote t h e fat h e r Daughter of [father?] and Nellie Julia (Spencer) Pohlmann &
i nfo r m at i O n i S n Ot e nte re d i(t:':(::efrz:a:rls;sst::]le Craddock — married [marriage date?] [marriage location?] £
as his identity is unknown other of doan Craddo £

Biog I‘aphy (Problems orQuestions?)

Mardell Lillian Huntley was born 2 February 1908 in Clinton, lowa. She passed away 28 August 2005
in Las Vegas, Nevada.l!



One more out there -- Geneanet

() Free to enter a tree but does have a Family Tree Search Projects Resources C
p re m i u m (SS) a S pect to it Thursday, October 30, 2025 (Name Day: Arilda, Xena, Xenia, Ximena)
Search for my ancestors o]
Search for a person born more than 100 years ago to optimize results
o Last Name
First Name
Spouse

Spouse Last Name

Spouse First Name

£ more search criteria » m

Start your family tree for free!
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