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Impetus

ÅI was asked to do a genealogy presentation 
with linkage to the 250 year  anniversary of the 
founding of the United States (1776-2026)

ÅL ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘΧ
Å²ƘƻǎŜ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅ Řƻ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘΧΚ
Å¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΧ

ÅMy own, of course!

ÅSo, I decided to do a walk back in time through 
some of the more interesting discoveries I 
made on my family tree research
ÅSome fascinating, some tragic

bƻǘŜΥ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
captivating story that intertwines with history. Discover yours now! 



Process

ÅI will walk my discoveries back in time, starting with the 
current and going back, even as far as the original 
settlements

ÅFocus on connections to those living and deceased, and 
events and institutions that touch my family history

ÅSome will be fascinating and proudful while some will be 
dark and tragic



First, a bit on DNA

ÅDNA
ÅLΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ол 5b! ǘŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

associates testing with all 5 major testing companies
ÅWith each test I learn something new and love the challenge of identifying DNA matches

ÅFour types of tests:
ÅAutosomal, Y-DNA, Mitochondria-DNA, and Whole Genome Sequencing

ÅProbably about 95% of DNA tests taken are autosomal

ÅIn this presentation I will only be referring to autosomal tests



Value of Autosomal Tests ς and the limitations

ÅAny person can take an autosomal test and there are 5 testing 
companies available (generally from $25 up to $100) 

ÅPrimary value for most people is (1) Finding related matches, and (2) 
Discovering likely ethnicity background --- LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ Ім

ÅAutosomal tests are very useful for the most recent 6 or so 
generations back (say, back to about 1830 or so) --- some matches 
can be found even further back but those can have lower confidence 
levels



Pre-DNA Resources

ÅFirst of all, the ability to find a DNA match to something like a 6th 
cousin can be useful 

ÅUS Census (1790-1950, 1960 will be released in 2032)

ÅCity Directories (precursers to phone books), 1850-1950

ÅBirth, Marriage, Death records---collected by towns, cities, and states



Topics (for me)

ÅMy background

ÅRecent discoveries
ÅA surprise DNA pirate link
ÅA remarkable story of a mystery DNA match
ÅThree tragic stories, Anna Wheeler, Irene Berkley 

Waters, and Joseph Berkley
ÅA skeleton in the closet story, Andrew Berkley

Å20th Century
ÅWorld War II (Father)

Å19th Century
Å/ǳƭǾŜǊ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ ŀǘ YŜƭƭƻƎƎΩǎ
ÅCivil War (John Craddock, Joseph Berkley)
ÅSlaveholders
ÅMurder

Å18th Century
ÅRevolutionary War (Cummings, et 

al)
ÅFounders
ÅDecl of Indepence (Benj Harrison V)
ÅFounder of Wm & Mary
ÅFounder of MA City

Å17th Century
ÅBritish Migration
ÅEarly Families 
ÅMayflower
ÅbŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ άwƻȅŀƭǘȅέ



Starting Point -- 

ÅMy 7 generations
ÅάCŀƴ ŎƘŀǊǘέ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

out to my 4th great-
grandparents

ÅPaternal side is on 
the left, maternal 
on the right

ÅUncolored sections 
are still in process 
or are unknown

Irish 1850s

Scots-Irish 1850s

Middle Colonial 
(VA/MD/DC)
Back to 1600s

Colonial New England
Back to early 1600s



Keeping On Theme

ÅSince the theme of 
America 250 
focuses on the 
founding of the 
ǳƴƛƻƴΣ LΩƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
my 3 deep colonial 
sections
ÅOne is from New 

England
ÅOne from the 

South
ÅAnd one from the 

middle colonies 
(DC/MD/VA)

7/16ths of my heritage, nearly 
half, goes back to colonial period



Here we go!

ÅFirst, a fun one

ÅI had my mom DNA tested 
before she passed

ÅLooking at her thousands of 
DNA matches I found a 
surname of interest: Depp
ÅL ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŜ ōŀŎƪ 

in time and found the 
connection with my tree



Argh!

ÅάwΦ5Φέ ƛǎ WƻƘƴƴȅ 5ŜǇǇΩǎ 
paternal uncle, My 7th 
cousin once removed

ÅConfirmed by both 
family tree work and by 
DNA
ÅMy mom also DNA 

matches several of his 
close cousins

ÅTrivia: the 
Thurman/Thurmond line 
also includes Senator 
Strom Thurmond



An Amazing Story

ÅAll started when I DNA tested at 23&Me

ÅThere was a close match, estimated 2nd cousin whose surname I did 
not recognize



An Amazing Story

Å I contacted him and discovered he had 
no idea who his parents were; he was 
born at the famous Gladney home for 
unwed mothers in Fort Worth TX

ÅAfter a lot of work analyzing DNA 
matches and working with his limited 
adoption records, I concluded that he 
must have been a son of one of my 
grand-uncles, Joseph Sylvia

Å SHOCKER: the woman I determined to 
be his birth mother was a living cousin 
to me and was even a Facebook friend 
of mine!

Å I discovered she was sent to the home 
in Texas to have her out of wedlock 
child and then had the child adopted

Å I later did get to meet him and also 
helped facilitate him meeting his birth 
father before he passed away as well 
as his birth mother 



Three Recent Tragic Stories -- #1

Å#1 Anna Wheeler---daughter of Francis Wheeler who was brother to 
my great-great grandmother Mary Ann Wheeler (this is my paternal 
Irish line) 

ÅShe gave birth in 1930s to a son in San Francisco

ÅJumped from building in downtown San Francisco only a month after 
giving birth

ÅHer surviving son grew up and had at least 3 sons and I have DNA 
matches to all of them



Front Page 
Headlines on the 
San Francisco 
Examiner

My 2nd 
cousin 
twice 
removed

Three DNA 
tested 
grandchildren 
from Julia



Pretty graphic story and 
front page headline 
with graphic details in 
major San Francisco 
newspaper!

Post-Pardum 
Depression



Å#2 Joseph Berkley, Jr 
was the brother of my 
great-grandmother, 
Irene Berkley

ÅThe Berkley family 
lived in San Francisco 
from the 1870s to the 
1910s

Three Recent Tragic Stories #2



Å As a young man, he became enamored of a lady in town

ÅHe ultimately was jilted by her

Å In 1897 on a cold December night, he hopped a ferry across the San Francisco Bay and jumped off ferry into the bay out of 
despair

Å The entire story became a front page headline on the San Francisco Call (Note: the front page headline story has been 
misplaced but below is the newspaper obituary)

Three Recent Tragic Stories #2



Å #3: Irene Wheeler Berkley, my paternal great-grandmother

Å She bore 4 children (1898-1900), all in San Francisco 

Å Sadly, 2 died in infancy

ÅHer husband died very young in 1880 (more on him later)

Å She had a difficult time bringing up her 2 surviving sons

Å I lost track of her husband, John Waters, but family lore said he was shot and killed along 
the Barbary Coast (there must be quite a story somewhere about this); he was a marine 
fireman, sailing with a Scottish shipping company

Å She was living near Market Street in 1906

Å The great earthquake and fire of April 1906 made her and her two sons homeless so they 
were living in subsidized government housing 
Å I later found both sons in an orphanage in San Francisco

ÅLƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфлт ǎƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅ ǘƻ hŀƪƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ ǿƘƻ 
likely worked with her previous husband, John Waters, as a marine fireman

ÅLƴ aŀǊŎƘ мфлт ǎƘŜ ǎǳŎŎǳƳōŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƛǊǊƘƻǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǊ όŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛǎƳΧΚύ

Three Recent Tragic Stories -- #3



Skeleton in the Closet

ÅAndrew Berkley, born 
1875 in San Francisco 
was my great-
grandnephew

My uncle, 
DNA tested

My 2nd great 
grandfather

Andrew, my 
great-
grandnephew



Skeleton in the Closet

ÅFound in US census 
1880, 1900, 1910, 
1920 as well as voter 
registration records 
and city directories

World War I draft registration, 1918



Skeleton in the Closet

San Quentin inmate 
1904-1905 for 
embezzlement



Skeleton in the Closet

ÅAndrew married Marie Jesus in 
1917 in Monterey County CA

ÅThey had two children, Alfred 
and Frederick

ÅThey were divorced in 1920
ÅHis wife filed abusive charges 

against him

ÅMarie remarried to a  Tiltie and 
the new husband adopted her 
two kids who acquired the Tiltie 
surname

ÅA strong mystery DNA match 
showed up to me, JoAnn
ÅHer tree shows her father as 

Alfred Tiltie and grandfather 
!ƭŦǊŜŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ

My uncle, 
DNA tested

My 2nd great 
grandfather

Mystery 
DNA Match

Andrew, my 
great-
grandnephew

JoAnn is my 2nd cousin once removed.

She seems to not know about her Berkley 
ancestry and has not responded to my invitation 
to connect.



World War II

ÅMy father, Richard Waters, enlisted in the US Navy in 
1938, immediately after graduating from Lowell High 
School in San Francisco where he was a classmate of 
Carol Channing

ÅMarched across the Golden Gate Bridge with his high 
school band at its inauguration in 1936

ÅHe did not get along with his father, Joe Waters, for 
many reasons including at one time abandoning his 
wife and children in San Francisco ς Richard was very 
anxious to leave home

ÅHe served honorably with many tours in the Pacific

ÅBetween the War and the Korean War he was stationed 
in the Pacific where he often witnessed nuclear bomb 
tests

ÅIn 1979 he died of bone cancer at the age of 59, likely 
as a result of radiation poisoning from nuclear fallout



19th Century Discoveries

ÅMy 3rd great-grandfather, 
Culver Spencer lived in 
Battle Creek MI as 
documented on the 1870 
census

ÅDoing more research on 
him I discovered he was a 
broom maker working for 
John Kellogg and his 
sanitarium where the latter 
invented the cereal Corn 
Flakes



US Civil War

ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ нлллΩǎ L ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
National Archives in Washington 
DC and was able to view the 
original Civil War pension files 
(original documents!) for two of 
my 2nd great grandparents
ÅJohn Craddock from Dade County 

Missouri
ÅJoseph Berkley from Washington DC

ÅIn there I found touching and sad 
testaments from their widows 
about difficult times



US Civil War

ÅJohn Craddock (my 2nd 
great-grandfather) was 
born in Virginia, near 
Appomattox, and lived 
most of his life in 
southwestern Missouri

ÅHe joined the Union 
Army even though most 
soldiers in that area 
joined the Confederacy

ÅJohn died from his 
injuries from his service

 



US Civil War

ÅJoseph Berkley died in 1880 
due to a horrific coughing 
condition that he acquired 
while camping in the open in 
Virginia, building the 
Rappahanock River Bridge

ÅThe family moved to San 
Francisco with hopes of 
helping his condition

ÅAfter his death his widow, 
Mary Wheeler Berkley, wrote 
countless letters pleading for 
pension moneys as she very 
poor, bringing up four 
children



US Civil War

ÅFUN FACT about 
Joseph Berkley

ÅI found a first marriage 
record to a woman in 
D.C. during the Civil 
War

ÅFrom the pension file I 
discovered she was a 
άǿƻƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘέ 
whom he married 
while being drunk

ÅI would have never 
found the back story 
on this without visiting 
the National Archives 
and his pension file



Murder!

ÅWhile visiting the Amelia county court house 
in Virginia I was perusing through the 
original Will records, searching for records 
for my maternal Craddock line

Å I found my 4th great grandparents in there, 
James Craddock and Elizabeth Noble

Å I was shocked to discover that in 1848 James 
pulled a pistol on her and shot her dead

Å I could find no other references to this 
instance in online records

ÅThe probate record seemed to imply that he 
was not charged or did not serve time for his 
deed

Å I found no record online of this so the only 
way I could have determined it was to visit 
the court house



A Peculiar Institution 

ÅWith white ancestors from 
Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Arkansas I suppose it is 
inevitable that some of my 
ancestors were slaveholders
ÅI have  found several of my 

ancestors who had 
plantations and owned 
slaves
ÅPersonally, I am saddened 

by this; but I recognize that 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 
use in trying to deny it



Revolutionary War Ancestors

ÅThis project is a work in progress

ÅSo far I have identified 17 direct 
ancestors to me who served in the 
Revolutionary War.  I have no doubt 
whatsoever that there are more

ÅMost are 5th to 7th great-grandfathers



Colonial Connections 

ÅBenjamin Harrison, 7th great grandfather

A signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, below Thomas 
Jefferson!



Colonial Connections

ÅJames Blair

Å1st President of the 
College of William & 
Mary More on my 

Bolling line later



Colonial Connections

ÅMany famous ancestors can be found on my colonial lines

Å.ŀŎƻƴΩǎ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ς Governor of Lord Virginia William Berkely

Part of my Berkley 
(Berkeley) ancestral 
heritage. As of yet, I 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ Ƴȅ 
exact relationship to him.



Colonial Connections

ÅMy 11th great-
grandmother

ÅPocahontas



Mayflower

ÅI am descended 
from at least 6 
original Mayflower 
passengers 
(shown in blue in 
the diagram)

ÅThese are direct 
ancestors
ÅFor instance, 

Richard Warren, is 
my 12th great 
grandfather

Richard Warren



My Direct English Ancestors

ÅAnother work in progress

ÅI have many direct 
ancestors from England 
who arrived in the New 
World between 1620 and 
1650



Fun with Family Search

ÅGo to https://www.familysearch.org and make a free account

ÅOnce logged in, start a very basic tree (most of the time all you really 
need is yourself, your two parents and your four grandparents)

Important note:  Family 
Search considers your tree 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ  
tree. They will use your tree 
to connect to the big tree. 
Others can (potentially) 
change what you enter on 
your tree contribution.

https://www.familysearch.org/


Fun with Family Search

ÅNext, click on famous relatives 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
famous people that Family Search 
ςthinksς you are related to!



Fun with Family Search

ÅMost will be non-direct 
connections (i.e., cousins) but 
you may actually find some that 
are direct (e.g., 9th great-
grandfather)

ÅCƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ LΩƳ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ όǘǊǳǎǘ 
me, there are a lot!)



Fun with Family Search

One special caveat:  before assuming these connections are valid be 
sure to do careful research to ensure each connection is valid---I have 
seen errors in some of these.


