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What is ProTools?

• Ancestry add-on service consisting of a number of tools

• Cost:   $10/month
• In the past month, two short-lived incentives ($30/6 months, free days) 

• Requires a paid Ancestry subscription (e.g., US, World, etc.)



Components of ProTools

• A bit difficult to find all of them in 
Ancestry

• Some are on top menus, some 
seem to be a bit buried 

• This is what pops up with a search 
for “Pro Tools” in Help 

• I’ll try my best to document the 
most useful in the Trees and in the 
DNA sections



On Another Page…

• Found this: 
https://support.ancestry.
com/s/article/Ancestry-
Pro-Tools-
Membership?language=e
n_US



And another…

• From top-level Ancestry Home



Components of ProTools  -- Family Trees

• Tree Checker

• Charts & Reports



ProTools – Tree Checker

• Similar to what exists in family tree 
software programs (e.g., Family 
Tree Maker, RootsMagic, etc.)

• Examples:
• Catching duplicates

• People with no sources 

• Impossible parentage 

• Can take many hours to go through 
all these



ProTools – Charts & Reports

• Similar to standalone family tree programs

• Accessible in at least 3 locations
• When a person is shown in the family tree, under Tools

• Under the person’s header

• Under Main menu for Trees



ProTools – Charts & Reports

• Nice displays suitable for 
printing or publishing

• Again, similar to what 
you may find in your own 
family tree program

Example of a Family Group Sheet



ProTools – Charts & Reports

• Nice displays suitable for 
printing or publishing

• Again, similar to what 
you may find in your own 
family tree program

Example of a 3-Generation 
Descendancy Report



ProTools – Tree Mapper

• Hard to find

• Open a tree that you own and 
have set the home person for

• Click on the tree orientation 
button on the left and select “Tree 
Mapper”



ProTools – Tree Mapper

• Clunky (in my own opinion)

• Open a tree that you own and have 
set the home person for

• When I try to look at my paternal line 
(50% Portuguese/Azores, 37% Irish, 
13% early colonial/English): nothing 
shown for Portuguese or Irish 

• Maybe you had better experience 
with it 



ProTools – Smart 
Filters

NOTE: I haven’t dug into this too much but I 
do use the DNA Tags to “flag” people in my 
tree whom I’ve identified as a DNA match



ProTools – Insights 

• A various collection of 
“insights”, or statistics 
on your family tree 



Components of ProTools  -- DNA

• Okay, this is the BIG one --- Enhanced Shared Matches

• We are now able to see how much DNA our matches share with other 
matches
• This is similar to what is on MyHeritage and 23andMe

• IMHO --- This is alone worth paying for ProTools 



Enhanced Shared Matches

• Click on Shared Matches

• Now you can see how much 2 
of your DNA matches share 
with each other

• Find out if there is a parent-
child relationship or other 
close relationship

NEW!!!



Enhanced Shared Matches

• Access by opening your list of DNA 
matches

• Select a match

• In this example, using my mother’s 
DNA kit I choose a match that I 
believe is the closest on her 
mystery maternal grandfather’s 
side (an NPE)

• 178 cMs, presumably a 2nd cousin 
once removed (most likely after 
analyzing in “What Are The Odds” 
tool)

• NOTE: Tree is private and no 
common ancestors hints shown



Enhanced Shared Matches

• I opened up the shared matches for 
this strong match and then clicked 
through some of them to get the 
matching DNA amounts

• Note this match (we’ll call him GL) 
has only 8 shared matches and 4 of 
those are very close family so not 
useful for analysis

• And, those 4 shared matches are 
fairly distant (25, 31, 20, and 23 cMs)



Enhanced Shared Matches

• HOWEVER---when I click on those other 4 matches I get a much larger 
pool of matches

• Clicking on the first one, DD, yields 30 shares

• This allows me to begin to construct a hypothetical relationship chart, 
especially using close relationships

• Also, some of these new shares will have family trees that I can gather 
surnames from



Enhanced Shared Matches

• Thinking graphically… 

• I start with Mom’s DNA 
and GL’s and add the 4 
shared matches for GL 
with the DNA amounts 
available without this 
tool (blue lines)

• With enhanced shared 
matches I now have 
the DNA amounts 
shown as green lines 
here
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Enhanced Shared Matches

• Now, looking at DD’s shares I find many more, 30, that are not shared with GL but 
are shared to Mom

• One, at 371 cMs has a tree with surnames that I know are in GL’s tree that I 
constructed
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Using Enhanced Shared Matches to Construct 
DNA Relationship Diagrams

My hypothesized 
great-grandfather

More Tree work and 
Shared DNA match data 
need to be analyzed to 
either prove or refute 
this hypothesis



Enhanced Shared Matches

• One unexpected benefit that I 
found:
• You can now get shared 

matches < 20 cMs that show 
up



Demo?



Upcoming Classes/Presentations

All library classes are free to attend and require no registration and held at the Red 
Mountain Mesa Public Library at 635 N Power Rd in Mesa (unless otherwise noted above).

Date: Pending Nov 2024

Location: Red Mountain Library

Topic: DNA Updates

Description: Recent changes with the DNA 

testing companies and tools
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E-Mail: satwatcher.gen@gmail.com
Blog:  familytreeaz.com
Twitter: @familytreeaz
Google Voice Phone: (480) 331-5889

Presentations: 
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