
DNAGedcom

• Basics:
• Cost: $5/mo or $50/yr, can be 

easily cancelled month at a time

• Website: 
https://www.dnagedcom.com/

• First step: Register at the website 
above, pay the subscription fee

• Then, download the client at the 
website above (Windows or Mac)

https://www.dnagedcom.com/


What do I use it for?

• Easy download of matches into a spreadsheet
• Other methods have come and gone and were cumbersome 

• This is the best method I’ve come across to do this

• Building auto-cluster diagrams (the Collins-Leeds method [CLM])
• Note: this does require downloading of ICW files (more on this later)

• I will show results of both in this presentation



• Once registered and subscribed you can get into the system

• Log in using the client you downloaded and installed



Download Choices – Some may not work at 
any given time!

This example will show Ancestry, which 
has only recently become available again



Sign on to the DNA company

Note: credentials are not stored on either 
your client app or at DNAGedcom so must 
be entered manually each time



Once logged in to both DNAGedcom and the 
DNA company…
• Select the kit of choice (for those who 

have more than 1 kit in their account) in 
the drop-down

This is my deceased mother



Once logged in to both DNAGedcom and the 
DNA company…
• Next step is to set your Gather (download) 

options
• Vary start and stop cMs (use this! Otherwise you’ll 

be going down to 8 cMs which can be really slow. I 
typically set 20 cMs as minimum and no 
maximum)

• Select if you want to download ICW
• NOTE: this will greatly slow down the process
• NOTE: this is required to use the autocluster tool 

(more on that later)
• Family Trees

• Can also slow down the process markedly
• Ethnicities

• Have never tried this as I imagine it could slow the 
process even more

Gather with no ICW, trees, or 
ethnicity selected was quick, 
only a couple of minutes



Timing

• This can change (radically) given any changes with the DNA 
companies

• As of 5/25/2024 my results using Ancestry:
• To download just the matches list from 20 cMs up it was very quick, less than 

1 or 2 minutes

• Once you select ICW option it slows way down with each match taking about 
35 seconds (do the math here, if you have 3,000 matches 20 cMs up, that 
could be 1,800 minutes, or 29 hours)

• Selecting ICW + Family Trees would be even slower



Techie Stuff

• Files used:
• DNAGedcom.SQL – the master database file

• a_[matchname].CSV – CSV files of the trees (if downloaded)

• m_[matchname].CSV – CSV file of the matches

• icw_[matchname].CSV – CSV file of all the “in common with” (shared matches)



Techie Stuff

• This is what the .CSV file for my mom’s 
DNA kit looks like:

NOTES (very 
useful!)

Date test 
was taken 
(also useful)



Once the “m” file has 
been downloaded you 
are free to edit the 
spreadsheet as you 
wish

• Here I’ve opened the 
spreadsheet in Excel



Techie Stuff

• Master file is stored as an .SQL database

• Once a download is completed it is 
stored in a CSV  (comma-separated 
variable file) which can be opened by 
Excel (or other spreadsheet)
• This is a “flat” file, meaning it’s a text file so 

could, if desired, be opened by a text editor 
like Wordpad or, for those into computer 
programming, by any language such as 
Python or Perl

• A database program can really dig into 
the master SQL file but this is only for 
really advanced users



Techie Stuff
• Use the properties in the client to figure out where the files are 

stored. Otherwise it may be a challenge to find them. Alternatively I 
use a nifty utility called ‘everything’ which can scan the PC quickly

• Or, look at the app setting: 



After more than 2 days gathering…!

I had to set my PC’s screensaver 
and power saving settings off in 
order to keep downloading!



Files Updated



Only after matches and ICW collected can we 
go on to CLM autoclusters



Select Your Options

• Make sure you select a DNA 
Kit that the matches have 
been downloaded for and ICW 
collected

• I usually start with the default 
options (e.g., 50 to 400 cMs) 
but you might want to vary 
this depending on the 
situation with the kit and 
what the goal is



CLM AutoCluster

• If tree download was also 
done then you could 
examine any trees with the            
symbol

• Processing the AutoCluster 
only takes less than a 
minute so experimentation 
is encouraged in regards to 
the cM range, depending on 
what the goal is

• With the default settings it 
clustered my mystery great-
grandfather’s matches

This is my deceased mom’s kit. Her mother 
was an “NPE” with an unknown father



Moving Target!

• Frequent changes by the DNA 
companies often require major 
reworking of the client

• This became especially obvious in the 
aftermath of the 23andMe breach in 
Oct 2023 as the other companies 
instituted security foils that would 
render the DNAGedcom program 
inoperative

• Only in  the past couple of weeks 
have I been able to successfully do 
gathers again!



Be Aware

• Ancestry graciously allows the DNAGEDCOM app to gather so long as 
it is slowed down enough to not result in a large hit to the server

• Other services (MyHeritage, GEDmatch, FTDNA) can be downloaded 
with mixed and ever-changing results

• As I said, this is all a moving target – what worked yesterday might 
not work today



To follow the latest be sure to join this group

• Started by Rob Warthen and others
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