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Variety of Topics

• Downloading your match list

• Different types of subscriptions and add-ons

• Linking a tree to your DNA kit

• Timber algorithm

• ProTools

• ThruLines

• SideView

• Ways to save money



Ancestry DNA

• Most DNA tests in their 
database: 27 million as 
of 2025

• Excellent family tree 
tools with many trees

• Primarily best for 
American DNA test-
takers
• Most matches for those 

with colonial roots
Data from https://isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA_testing_comparison_chart



Ancestry Features

• Family  Trees

• Research Databases
• Over 33,000 databases

• DNA
• Ethnicity (now called Origins)

• DNA Kit Matching

• Pet DNA



Automatic (Included) Features of Having a 
DNA Kit on Ancestry
• DNA Matching with others in the database

• Amount of shared DNA as measured in centiMorgans (cM)

• Ability to build a family tree and attach it to your DNA kit to help others find a 
common ancestry

• Ability to message your DNA matches

• Ancestral Regions and Journeys

• Ability to add notes to the DNA match

• All free for the price of a DNA kit



Downloading match list

• Various methods exist with varying difficulty and usefulness
• These often change or become useless with each change of Ancestry’s data 

structure

• My go-to:
• DNAGedcom

• Cost: $5/mo or $50/yr

• Clean way to download all (or selected amount) of your matches into a 
spreadsheet



What is DNAGedcom?

• Website: 
http://dnagedcom.com

• Requires downloading a 
client to your Windows PC 
or Mac (note: I have only 
used the Windows 
version)

• Allows downloading full 
match data from Ancestry 
as well as other online 
services (subject to 
change)

Special note:  this program requires frequent updating due 
to changes in Ancestry rules and file formats. Luckily it is 
very carefully administered by Rob Warthen and his team.

http://dnagedcom.com/


Special Note!

• Using this application requires extensive “hits” to 
the Ancestry database
• A few years ago Ancestry cracked down on several 

applications like this, resulting in removal of access for 
the applications

• Ancestry allows DNAGedcom to run this client but at 
reduced speeds in order to prevent overtaxing the 
server at Ancestry



Step 1: Download and Open the client and log in

• https://dnagedcom.com/



Step 2: Log into Ancestry (inside of 
DNAGedcom)
• Click “Gather” 

and then 
“Ancestry”



Step 2: Log into Ancestry (inside of 
DNAGedcom)

Important Note: your credentials are not stored on DNAGedcom server but rather 
your own computer. This is one reason this application is allowed by Ancestry.



Step 3: Select options and run the Gather
• I recommend:

• “Gather ICW”

• Enter a 
minimum cM 
value

• Not entering a 
minimum cM 
value will 
default to all 
matches 
down to 8 
cMs and can 
take hours to 
run



Step 4: All done with Gather

• This example for all matches on my kit down to 20 cMs took about 10 
minutes to run

• If you selected ICW then it will take a bit more time to run the ICW 
report



Result is 3 CSV Spreadsheet Files

• “m” file is the spreadsheet with all the matches

• “a” file is the spreadsheet with tree data

• “icw” is the file showing shared match data



The “m” file contains all the matches 
gathered
• This file can 

now be 
manipulated 
and 
incorporated 
into other 
spreadsheets 
such as 
documenting 
shared 
networks



The “a” file contains data for trees of your 
matches



The “icw” file has all the shared match data



Timber

• What is Timber?
• An algorithm to try to remove segments that are common to many other 

matches



Timber

• To find the centiMorgans shared before the Timber algorithm is 
applied, click on the cM label

Before Timber

After Timber



Real Timber Example

• sR match to my Mom’s kit, 16 cMs

• sR match to me, 23 cMs

Ancestry split a 23 cM segment in 
half, reducing it to 16 cMs

Ancestry did not split the same 23 
cM segment in her son!

Why is this important? 
Timber erroneously makes sR appear more 

distant to Mom than to me, which is impossible 
(assuming I’m not related to the match on 

paternal side also)



Another Timber Example 
(new match 2/18/2025)

Timber cuts the 
parent’s segment 
below 20 cMs but not 
those from the two 
children. This results 
in erroneously 
removing the match 
from the mother’s 
close matches list!



ProTools

• Contains a variety of useful tools



ProTools -- TreeChecker

• While not a DNA tool it can help a 
lot to clean up your tree

• It takes a lot of time to go 
through all these but can help 
improve your linked tree

A likely duplicate

Likely not a duplicate



ProTools – Charts & 
Reports
• Descendancy chart

• One of my Mayflower lines

• Up to 7 generations so I had 
to break into two reports



ProTools – Family Group Sheet



ProTools – TreeMapper

Direct line ancestors, over 20 
from Kent, England
Lists each one and how I’m 
related.

Darker the shade of 
green indicates 
greater number of 
ancestors



ProTools – Enhanced Shared Matches

• In my opinion, this 
feature alone makes it 
worth it to have this 
subscription

• Provides how much 
each of your matches 
shares with other 
matches in the genetic 
network



ProTools – 
Enhanced Shared 
Matches

Before I only knew that Michelle and 
Leland were shared matches to me. I 
didn’t know they were related to each 
other. With Enhanced Shared Matches 
I was able to see how they were 
related to each other and so I could 
put both in my family tree properly.



ThruLines

• Attempts to build your direct 
ancestors

• NOTE: this is primarily based 
on trees --- both yours and 
your matches

• It can provide hints of how you 
might be related to your DNA 
matches



ThruLines

• Important notes:
• If there are common errors in other 

people’s trees then that will r esult in bad 
errors in ThruLines --- carefully verify 
these tips!

• Many mystery matches will not show up 
in ThruLines because of weaknesses in 
links between your tree and others trees 
(e.g., NPEs, donor conceived, etc.) 

• Some suggested relationships are using 
very low DNA values (e.g., 8 cMs) – so be 
careful – they could be valid but use 
some other verification (traditional 
genealogy to verify)

This tiny segment 
actually seemed to be 
valid – but that’s not 
always the case!



ThruLines

You must have a public tree (or private but searchable) and have it 
linked to your DNA kit in order to see any ThruLines.



ThruLines

• Starting with parents

• Goes down to 5th great-grandparents

In your tree Not in your tree



Look at quantity (and *quality* of those DNA 
matches)

“Mousing” 
over a name 
can reveal the 
number of 
DNA matches 
Ancestry finds TIP: Try moving the mouse over each 

person. When you see lots of matches 
that is an indication that the person in the 
tree may be properly placed.

Be careful: having a lot of DNA 
matches may simply be because of 
your close tested matches

You need “breadth” of matches from 
other matches outside your close 
family



My 3rd Great-grandmother

• This was entered as 
found from one of 
my known cousin’s 
tree

• Only a couple of 
sources with none 
showing birth 
surname

Only two good accepted 
hints. Neither shows her 
surname as Buchannon

No hints for father 
Buchannon



Surprise DNA Matches when opening 
ThruLines

Ancestry found many 
matches shown as 
descending from Elizabeth 
Buchannon’s siblings

61 cMs, strong match!



Surprise DNA Matches

Note the breadth of matches from so many siblings!  Very good sign of validation



Surprise DNA Matches

What does this mean??

Likely that “Buchannon” is not Elizabeth’s actual surname but it may be 
Saunders/Sanders instead

The large number of DNA matches that descend from the other 
Saunders siblings seems to indicate this!

Need to dig deep: look at public 
trees of these siblings

Build Q&D trees for this line to 
look for confirmatory sources

A limitation: These people were all born a 
few decades before the 1850 census



SideView

•  What is SideView?

The ability to divide your DNA into 
parental sides, one paternal, one 
maternal



SideView

• Initially, Ancestry 
won’t know which 
side is which and so 
will just label as 
‘Parent1’ and 
‘Parent2’

• You’ll have the ability 
to declare which is 
which

The ability to divide your DNA into 
parental sides, one paternal, one 
maternal.
NOTE: this feature requires an updated 
account like AncestryDNA Plus or paid 
membership.

Irish

Portuguese

English

Scottish

This is my SideView showing which side I 
get different “ethnicity” contributions from



Tips to save 

• Wait for the 50% off membership 
deals that come up once in awhile
• When they do come up, buy a “gift” 

membership for yourself setting it to be 
“gifted” one day after your subscription 
expires

• Don’t forget to make sure your current 
subscription does not “auto-renew” by 
either cancelling it, removing the credit 
card, or calling Ancestry

• I’ve done this the last 3 years and so have 
only paid $99 to $109 for a one-year U.S. 
subscription --- half price 



Tips to save 

• Use one account to manage 
multiple kits
• Then, when you upgrade to a 

membership, ProTools, or 
AncestryDNA Plus you will only have 
to pay once for them and they will 
apply to all your managed kits!

• Look out for specials on ProTools 
such as reduced subscription for 6 
months

Cost Description I have

DNA Kit $0 (beyond 
cost of kit)

See matches, 
ethnicity, basic tools

Membership $99-$300/yr Ability to search 
trees, records, etc.

ProTools $5 - $10/mo Many useful tools, in 
particular the 
shared matches 
(note: requires a full 
paid membership to 
add on)

AncestryDNA 
Plus

$30/6 mo Basic shared 
matches (included 
with membership)

NOTE: All of this is always subject to change!



Questions?



Upcoming Classes/Presentations

Mon, Apr 14, 3 pm

Topic: Beginning DNA

All library classes (highlighted blue) are free to attend and require 
no registration. Classes are held at the Red Mountain Mesa Public 
Library at 635 N Power Rd in Mesa (unless otherwise noted above).

Presentations: 
http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations

http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations


Remember---all presentations online

• Presentations: http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations

http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations


Contact:
Ken Waters
E-Mail: satwatcher.gen@gmail.com
Blog:  familytreeaz.com
Twitter: @familytreeaz
Google Voice Phone: (480) 331-5889

Presentations: 
http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations

http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations
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